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WEATHER FOR THE WEEK ENDING DECEMBER 9, 1952 


In contrast to the previous week's ebnormally cold weather and widespread 
snowfall, the past week was unusually warm and precipitation was nearly 

all in the form of rain, except in the higher mountains of the far ‘West... 
Under the influence of mild, daytime temperatures that on some days reached 
50° in parts of extreme northern sections, snow that covered most of the . 
northern half of the country at the beginning of the week had all melted at 
lower elevations by the end of the period, except in the upper Mississippi 
Valley and.a few patches in the upper Lakes Region. Inthe upper Missis- 
sippi Valley, particularly Iowa, Minnesota, and Wisconsin, . freezing light 
rain and fog during the first few days of the period created hazardous 

driving conditions that resulted in numerous accidents. Heavy fog occurred 
along the central. and south Atlantic Coast at the end of the period, and some 
plane schedules were temporarily delayed. During the passage of a high 
pressure system from the Southwest to Florida from about the 4th to the 

8th, strong radiational cooling caused temperatures to fall to freezing. 
Phoenix, Arizona, recorded 32° on the 4th and.31° on the 6th; frost occurred 
_in the surburbs of New Crileans, Louisiana and other coastal towns on the 
6th; and freezing occurred in northern Florida, on the 7th, with Jackson- 
ville recording 32°. 
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General precipitation spread from the Mississippi Valley to the Atlantic 
Coast at the beginning of the period and again on the Sth and 6th. Totals 
from these rains exceeded an inch in the lower Mississippi and Ohio Valleys 
and much of the Northeast, but generally ranged from 1/4 to 3/4 inch in the 
Southeastern States, except less than 1/4 inch in Florida and southern 
Georgia, and were only a few hundredths in the upper Mississippi Valley. 
The central and western portions of the lower Great Plains received 
practically no precipitation at all, Light to moderate precipitation fell in 
most areas west of the Continental Divide at the beginning of the week, 
continued in Washington, Oregon, and northern California throughout the 
period, and spread over southern California, Idaho, and northern Nevad 

again during the last 3 days. Heavy rains of 1 to over 2 inches in 24 hours 
fell from San Francisco northward along the Pacifie Coast on the 5th and 
6th. Some flooding cecurred in the lowlands of northern California, 
(Summary Supplied by U. S. Weather Bureau) 
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Reports in this issue are for the week ending December 6 unless other - 
wise designated. 


FRUIT INSECTS 


KNOWN DISTRIBUTION OF ZUROPEAN APPLE SAWFL ¥ seg oneie 
testudinea) 


NeW YORE - This pest cf commercial apples and ornamental crabapples i. 
has advanced as far north in the Hudson Valley as Rock City, whichis ap- 
proximately 20 miles north of Poughkeepsie. Poughkeepsie represented 
the northern-most limit of infestations in 1951. The insect is generally 
present in Rockland and Westchester Counties and is found in isolated areas 
in Crange, Dutchess and Putnam Counties. This information supplied by 

R. W. Dean, New York Agr. Exp. Sta. (A. A. LaPlante) ve 


According to available files, this insect also occurs on Long Island, New 
York; in northern New Jersey; southern Connecticut; and in British Columbia. 
It was introduced from Eurcpe and first recorded in North America about 
1940. Roneert: 
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CITRUS INSECT CONDITIONS - FLORIDA 


Activity for 4th Week in November: FURFL EB SCALE (Lepidosaphes beckii) 
activity high, unchanged, peak cf present hatch was passed. Highest 
activity in Indian River and West Coast Districts, Ninety-three percent of 
groves checked found infested. CITRUS RUST MITE (Phyllocoptruta | 
oleivora) activity increased further during week and is at a very high level, 
especially on leaves. Further increase expected. Highest in Bartow, West 
Coast and Indian River Districts. Eighty-four percent of groves infested. 
CITRUS RED MITE (*Metatetranychus citri) activity increased curing week 


and further increase expected. Highest in the. Indian River and Upper Fast 
Coast Districts. Fifty- six percent of groves infested. (Pratt and chien 


HICKORY SHUCK wor M (Laspeyresia caryana) -- GEORGIA - Vey Hes 
infestation on Mobile variety of pecan n trees at ‘Fort Valley, November 24, 
(O. I, Snapp) eae 


TRUCK CROP INSECTS 


CABBAGE CATERPILLARS -- SOUTH CAROLINA -. Cabbage looper | 
(Trichoplusia ni) infestations continue moderate to heavy on inadequately 
protected cole crops in Charleston area. Imported cabbageworm ({Fieris 
rapae) causing light to moderate injury to cole crops,.more. abundant in 
home eae in Dorchester County than in commercial, plantings along the 
coast, (F, = oubert) es 7 
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*Citrus red mite pee ee ery hus Citi? ee or)) 

In the Introduction to Acarology, ey E. W. Baker aan G. W. Wharton, 
1952, pp 214-219, citri is is used used for the first time in combination with 
Metatetranychus. As shown in Cooperative Economic Insect .Report 
(Vol. 2, No. 20, p. 284) in the discussion of Metatetranychus ulmi (Koch), 
type of tne genus, Metatetranychus has long been recognized by foreign 
workers, and is considered valid by Baker and Wharton, Henceforth, 
citrus red mite will be recognized as Metatetranychus citri (McGregor). 
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nes Crop Insects continued) 


VEGETABLE WEEVI. (Listroderes costirostris obliquus) ” -- GEORGIA - 
Infestation causing appreciable damage to garden turnips in south Georgia 
area. Chinese cabbage and other winter crucifers also being attacked. 
November 26. (F. S. Chamberlin) Moderate infestation of half-grown 
‘larvae on turnips in garden in Spalding are November 24. (M, DuPree) 


APHIDS (Aphidae) -- SOUTH CAROLINA - Light to moderate infestations 
of turnip aphid (Rhopalosiphum pseudobrassicae) in most cabbage plant beds 


in the Charleston area. Green peach aphid (Myzus persicae) infestations 
light in cabbage plant beds and on spinach. (F, P, Cuthbert) FLORIDA -_ 
Cole crops are being damaged by a heavy infestation of cabbage aphid 
(Brevicoryne brassicae) and turnip aphid in Gadsden County and adjacent © 
areas. The infestation is disastrous to cabbage and collards not treated 
witn insecticides. Turnip crops are being badly damaged and the rutabaga 
crop carries a heavy infestation. (L. M, May) 


STORED PRODUCT INSECTS 


WASHINGTON - Relative abundance of the economically important stored 
grain insects in elevators at Pullman and Albion, as shown by a recent 
survey, is as follows: GRANARY WEEVIL (Sitophilus granarius) - 40.5 
percent, FLAT GRAIN BEETLE (Laemophlceus minutus) - 26 percent, 
SAW-TOOTHED GRAIN BEETLE (Oryzaephilus surinamensis) - 22.4 ver- 
cent, and RED FLOUR BEETLE (Tribolium castaneum) - 11.1 percent. 
(Y= Chao), 


wee A BERG MIAN AND ANIMALS 


CL USTER FLY (Ce ollenia soGie™: -- UTAH - “Very common and annoying in 
homes in northern part of the State. (G. F, Knowlton) 


SUMMARY OF INSECT CONDITIONS -,1952 


“INDIANA 


Reported by J. J. Davis 


The 1952 season was marked by periods of extremes in temperature and 
rainfal) which had a decided effect on the abundance of some insects and 
scarcity of others. The month of May was normal or below normal in 
temperature, but high in precipitation. June was noticeably above normal 
in both temperature and precipita ation, July was rather dry and with a 
rather high average temperature, /.ugust and September were about nor- 
mal for both temperature and precipitation, while Opens eters was below nor- 
mal in both temrerature and srecipitation. 


y 


Field Crop Insects: EUROFEAN CORN BORER (Fyrausta nubilalis) was 

of little imeortance in 1952. The borers passed the winter of 1951-52 in 
low numbers, and although there was more than normal acreage of corn 
planted early, that is, before Indiana! s recommended date for corn borer 
prevention, the first generation of borers did not develoyv to serious num- 
bers. Also, due to weather conditions unfavorable for hover development, 
late-planted corn showed no appreciable damage. At present, all indica- 
tions are for a small overwintering population. Recent survey shows 39 
borers per 10@ stalks, comoared to 68 last fall, although a large percent- 
age were immature last year and would not pass the winter safely, while 

in 1952 most of the borers are fully grown. If conditions are favorable,how- 
ever, anda large acreage of corn is planted early in 1953, a destructive 
population may develcv. CHINCH BUG (Blissus leuco ean) again threatens 
the grain and corn crops cf Indiana. In 1951 there was a noticeable increase, 
especially in northeastern areas but not much damaged resulted; however, 
in 1952 there was considerable damage to corn in site of some early heavy 
rains. Favored by het, dry weather the last half of June, chinch bugs were 
common in the eastern two tiers of counties from Randoloh County on the 
south to Steuben County at the Michigan stete line and caused considerable 
loss tc corn. At present, conditions are favorable for a large carry-over 
and likely abundance in 1953. BLACK CUTWORM (Agrotis ypsilon) was 2 
major pest throughout the northern half of the State during the first half of 
July, destroying thousands of acres of corn. During the last half of May 
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it was abundant and destructive along the Wabash and White Rivers in 
southwestern Indiena, This species is common in that area following © 

late cverflows. Apparently moths from this early generaticn migrated 
north and hit the northern helf of the State in July following heavy rains 
which provided favorable conditions for egg laying. Soybeans were also 
severely damaged. GRASSHOPPERS (Melancplus differentialis and M. 
femur-rubrum) were abundant in southern Indiana and moved into cultivated 
fields during the early part of July causing much damage. Continued abun- 
dant during 4ugust and caused rather serious damage to canning tomatoes 
by attacking fruits. Also caused severe losses ts young alfalfa in northern 
areas during September. | i ei 

CORN ROOTWORM (Disbrotica longicornis) was serious, causing lodging 

of corn even as early as fugust, in central 2 areas where corn had been grown 
continuously on the same ground for three or four years. CORN LEAF 
APHID (Aphis maidis) was exceedi inzly abundant in southern Indiana during 
August, but there was-little evidence that it was causing much damage ex- 
cept.in the drought areas. CORN EARWORM (Helicthis armigera) develope d 
into 2 heavy infestation in southern areas in late June and was moderately 
severe farther north later in the season. SOD We BWORMS (Crambidae) 
were unusually abundant-in southeastern Indiana causing noticeable losses 
to corm, Flea beetles) especially the CORN FLEA BEBTL E (Chaetocnema, 
pulicaria) was destructive to small corn in central areas early in . the s season, 
HESSIAN FLY (Phytophaga destructor) infestations were generally light. over 
the State, There w2s-a tendency for 1 mederate to heavy infestations in some 
areas, however. _. The WHEAT JOINTWORM (Harmolita tritici) was 
generally light cr lecally heavy with the exception of the northwestern region 
which showed average moderate tc heavy infestaticn. Onl y a few. case es of 
STRAW ITCH MITE ie motes ventricosus) were reported, which ‘was ‘te be 
expected with the decrease in abundance of jo sintworm and Ang oumcis grain 
moth, two principal mee of the mite. -CLOVER LEAF. WEEVIL (Hypera 
punctate ) was more. abundant than usual in the southern half of the Sta ste and 
most reports referred to abundance on clover. LESSER CL OVER’ LEA F 
WEEVIL (Hyper era nisrirostris) was abundant and destructive in centr21 
Indiana, destroying. the new sho ot buds of clover. CLOVER ROOT CUR - 
‘CULIO (c itona hispidula) aie nN emerging. in sumer Us large numbers in _ 
northern areas. August 2 indicating the. importance of this pest. F EA 
APHID (Macrcesiphum tay was Cee entionaly: abundant and. destructive to 
alfalfa in the southern third of the State the last half of April. This situation 
may be attributed te the cool weather which checked the parasites, MEADOW 
SPITTLEBUG (Philaneus leucochthalmus) has been on the increase for 


several years. It was first conspicuously abundant in northern Indiana a- 
bout-seven years ago, but is now destructive throughout the State, being 
especially damaging to clover, alfalfa, and. strawberry. Hatching began 
this year ‘pril 7 in southern Indiana and at Lafayette Gpril 17, about two 
weeks earlier than usual. ALFALFA PLANT BUG (Adelphocoris Mneolatus) 
became censpicucusly abundant in the northern half of the State by July 16. 
At that time’ most cf the insects were nymphs. FOTATO LEAFHOFF ER. 
(Empoasca fabae) was excepticnally abundant during July, particularly on 
aa pate beans,” -and alfalfa, 


Fruit ineer tet CCDLI ING MOTH (Car: ocapsa an is ne-lenger, 2) 
problem of the apple grower in Indiana, since the introduction and general 
use of DDT, However, as has been noted before, the use of DDT has been 

- largely responsible for the increase of cther problems, such as the. Huropean 
red mite and red-banded‘leaf roller. APPLE MAGGOT (Bhagoletis pomon- 
-ella).is more cr less an annual pest in the two northern tiers of counties, nties, and 
until this year had never cccurred, according to cur records, south of Fort 
Wayne. ‘In1952 it was rencrted very abundant in Morgan County, south of. 
Indianapolis, and the reporter indicated it had been increasing for several 
years, CHERRY M*GGOT (Rhagcletis cingulata) was again reported as 
destructive in'several areas in the northern 1 tier of counties. Reports re- 
ceived in 1951 on this insect were the first for a number of years. FPERI- 
ODICAL:CiCiD*" (Magicicada’ septendecim), which appeared in great abun- 
dance: ieciatichteut thes eS) in 1936, is d is due in 1953. This is the major brood 
iiss in ks Hana. Ate 


ecotsbic reeces: WIREW CRMS (@lateridsc) Paden much aegs to potatoes 
with most records and cbservations coming from muck areas in oes 
half of the State. Some damage to corn was reported. HORNWORMS 
(Protcparce sexta and FP, pe caguc maculata) appeared rather suddenly in 
very large numbers early in September, causing considerable damage to | 
ripening:canning tomate fruits, Mcst prevalent:in central Indiana. BLISTER 
BEETLES, especially striped blister beetle (Epicauta vittata) were general 
ane: abundant during fucust, attacking végetable crocs, particularly potato 
and:tomato,: and flowering plants. COLORADO POT” TO BEETLE (Lertino- 
tarsa decemlineats) was more than usually abundant the last of June and 
early July. ROSE CHAFER (Macrcdactylus subspinosus) was very abundant 
in many parts of the State, perhaps more so in the northern half, early‘in 
June, oe a variety.cf crops... CABB“GE M..GGOT (Hylemya brassicae) 
caused 40-56 percent loss of untreated early cabbage and cauliflower, and 
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as high as 90 percent liss of late turnips in some fields in the vicinity 
of Indianapzlis. ‘TURNIP /FHID (Rhovalosichum: pseuccbrassicae) was 
very abundant on late turnips. RHUBARB CURCULJIO (Lixus concavus) 
was the Subject of inquiries’ from all p arts of the State and in general, 
punctures'4 in stalks were So: numeréus as to ruin them for use. 


Insects sated and Ornamentals: PINE SA.WFLIES, particularly Neo- 
diprion sertifer, has-been on the increase in Indiana, especially in the — 
northern half cf the State, for the past several years. The past year con- 
Haeeane acreages of pines, including reforestation and Christmas-tree 
plantings,’ were partially to completely cefcliated. Perhars the increase 
in plantings cf pine is largely responsible for sawfly increase, ELM LEAF 
BEETiE (Galerucella xanthomelaena) was abundant in many sections of the 
State, especially in the. southern half. Besed cn reports, it was more abun- 
dant-than usual. BRON@2 BIRCH BORER (‘grilus anxius) was the subject 
of an-unusual number of inguiries during the > first half of September. Fer- 
haps cry weather during the past season has been responsible for the msre 
than usual cases of cying branches. B/.GWORM (Thyridopteryx ephemerae-. 
formis), which has been 2 predominent pest for several years but showed 
a deerease in 1951,-was conssicuocusly absent in 1952. SPRING CANKER- 
WORM :(Paleacrita vernata) was reported from 2 number of localities in-:. 
dicating that-it may be returning 2s a sericus pest. COTTONY MAPLE 
SCALE ss ulvinaria vitis) was very abundant in some areas in northern 
Indiana. “AZALES BARK SC" LE (Ericesecus azaleae) was abundant on: 
azalea in eadueal Indiana. #.s in years past, HG one most common gall — 
Sent in was caused oy MAPLE eile DDER-GiLL MITE Wasates quacripes des). 


Housatic 7 ee aie Mise chaise ous Pests: HOUSE Fi.Y nites a ao Se ence roe 
more abundant than for a number sf years. {lsc greater cifficulty was | * 
experienced’ in csntrol with the new organic chemicals. MOS@UITOES 
Culicidae) were excessively abundant during the vast season. CLOVER 
MITE (Brycbi2 praetiosa) was the subject of many inquiries from all garts 

of the State during May-and June.’ The pests caused annoyance by invading 
homes. AMER LIC AN DCG TICK (Dermacentor variabilis) was more abun- 
dant then usual and during the spring months ee were received from - 
all parts of the State,’ C° RFENTER BEES (Xylcocopa sp.) were reported 
abundant from. rales plac: in the State, anc in scme cases, damaging to 
structural timbers 3s well as being annoying, SUBTERRé 8 wks TERMITE. - 
(Reticulitermes flavipes) was’ seunelsnt as usual. £5 BG 
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ILLINOIS 


Reported by G. C. Decker 


The 1952 crop season was not particularly eventful or historically signifi- 
cant entomolegically, but a number of entomelogical developments seem 
worthy of a nlace in the: permanent record. -Unseasonably warm weather 
in-4oril enabled many species to get off tc.an early start. Drought condi- 
tions which »revailed in midsummer cver much cf the State, particularly 
in the southern helf, were highly favorable for some species and dctrimental 
to others, and the unusually late, warm fall enabled late-hatching individuals 
of many species tc complete development and make adequate sreparaticn 
for hibernaticn, 


Cereal and Forage Fests; EUROPE’N CORN BORER (fF yrausta nubilalis) 
infestations were in genera! rated as light tc moderate, slightly hisher than 
in 1951, but far below the peak level reached in 1949. Unusually warm 
weather in /pril and early May brought meth emergence about two weeks 
earlier than usual, and tc a very large extent cffset early planting of corn 
which otherwise might have resulted in a cisastrcus increase in the corn 
borer population. First-generation infestations were generally low, but 
high temperatures in late July and August induced the normal high degree 
ef pupation (70 to 90 percent) far above the(8 to 20 percent) pupation levels 
noted in 1950 and 1951. This notable increase in the seccnd generation 
largely accounts for the build-up in the corn borer population cbserved in 
the northern half cf the State. The intrccucec parasite, Lydella stabulans 
grisescens, continued to destroy 25 to 40 percent of the borer population in 
each generaticn,. anc thus appears to be an important, though nct the dcmin- 
ant, factcr in natural control cf this pest. FE¢. APHID (Macrvesiphum pisi) 
got off to an early start in southern Illinois, and by mid-April, 10 sweeps 
of a net in scme alfalfa and clover fields yielded more than a teacupful of 
-aphids. Twce weeks later, with no contre] measures applied, parasites and 
funzi reduced the infestation to normal, non-economic levels. MEADOW 
SPITTLEBUG (Philacnus leuccphthalmus) develcped heavy infestations in the 
northeastern third of the State. The areas of infestation coincided almost 
exactly with those predicted by the fall survey made in September, 1951. 
The 1952 survey indicates a nominal decline in the pornulation in the heavily 
infested northeastern section of the State, and increases elsewhere, Thus, 
the area in which: control measures are considered practical and desirable 
was rather uniformly extended 50 to 70 miles to the south and west. 


CLOVER LEAF WEEVIL (Hygera punctata) was unusually abundant in 

mest clever, alfalfa, and sweet clover fields early in the season. The 
disease which ncrmally holds this insect in check did nct develop until 
serious damage hac cecurred. CHINCH BUG (Blissus leuccpterus) favored 
by dreught ccnditions, and in sorme instances despite normal rainfall, made 
notable population gains curing the season. Only a few-fields developed 
infestations requiring control measures to protect adjacent corn, but the 
build-up in the second generation was such that the overwintering population 
now in hibernation (the largest in 10 years) is a serious pctential threat to 
‘the 1953 eros. With dry weather prevailing during the hatching period, 

ce \SSHOPPER infestations, considered to: be rather insignificant, apparently 
exerted their full pctential in some counties and necessitated the treatment 
of some 20,060 acres cf crops. In general the zosulaticn trend was upward 
in practically all sections of the State, but copulaticns are still at marginal 
levels that will nct rrodcuce wicesrread cestructive infestations in 1953 un- 
less envircnmental conditions are extremely favorable for grasshosper 
velopment. With sufficient moisture and high temperatures, HESSIAN - 
FL - (Phytochaga destructor) activity started early in the season, and it 
appeared that ihe production of supclemental broods might prove disastrous, 
but subsequent cry weather held the insects in check, and the final population 
at harvest time showed little change from that of the year before. 


aot 


In mic-/ugust FIELD CRICKETS (‘/cheta assimilis and Nemcbius fasciatus) 
suddenly appeared in very large numbers and invaded rural homes, urban 
communities, anc even sections of the city cf Chicago, These invasicns 
attracted much attenticn, brought forth many inquiries, and received much 
publicity. SRMYWORM (Pseudaletia unipuncta) migrating out of rank cats, 
wheat, and timothy, necessitated the ssraying of several thousand acres in 
the river bottom areas south of St. Louis in late May and early June. In 
early July similar activities were necessary to contrel armyworm move- 
ment in counties aniacent to the Wisccnsin stete line. In late July localized, 
heavy infestations of BLACK CUTWORM (/erctis: ypsilon) completely de- 
stroyed parts of sweet corn fields totaling several hundred acres in Oz tle and 
adjacent counties in north-central Ilincis. BLUEGRASS WEBWORM 
rambus teterrellus) appeared in unusual numbers in central Illincis in 
late July and early August. At times, window screens were almost completely 
covered by these tiny msths. Much of the browning of the lawns attributed 
to drought was due to the feeding of the larvae of this species. In late July, 
adults of BEAN LEAF BEETLE (Cerctoma trifurcata) began appearing in 
soybean fields in large numbers, and populations increased until in late 
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August and early September many fields presented a cefinite ragged 
appearance, The beetles were clipping pods and blooms te such an ex- 
tent that control measures were recommended in a number of instances. 


Fruit Insects: CODLING MOTH (Carzrocapsa pomonella) started out 
normally in the spring and populations remained relatively low-until mid- 
“ugust, when infestations in all sections cf the State increased. greatly. 
Some prowers obtained excellent.control, but «thers did not, and even 
many gocd grcwers encountered serious difficulty before harvest. Infesta- 
tions of the RED-B“NDED LEAF ROLLER (irgyrocteenia velutinana) have. 
for the most part been light, partly due to the fact that groWens have been 
alerted to watch for infestations early in the season, and vartly due to the 
rather widespread use cf control measures. On beth an; ee and weaches, 
PLUM CURCULIO (Conctrachelus nenuphar) was much less abundant than 
in 1951, particularly on peaches. Hot, dry weather was no doubt a factor 
in hclding the insect in check, but much credit must also be given to the 
widesoread use cf insecticides. ORIENTAL FRUIT MOTH (Grapholitha 
mclesta) population appears to be at the lowest level observed for several 
years. Here again, drought aug the use of control measures should, no 
doubt, share the credit, SC LE INSECTS, San Jose (“.spidiotus pernicicsus) 
and Forbes (‘spidiotus a on both apples and-p eaehes| whichich showed a 
sienificent downward trend in 1951, for the most part remained at rather 


low levels in 1952, 


Garden and Truck Crop Pests: CORN E/.RWORM (Heliothis armigera) 
appeared early in southern Illinois and was unusually abundant and destruc- 
tive throughout the seascn. Early market corn in the southern third of the. 
State was almost 100 percent infested, 4s the season progressed, infesta-. 
tions in the northern half of the State built uy tc acint, where in September, 
late sweet corn wes 100 percent infested, and in some untreated corn, popu- 
lations ran two to four partly grown werms per ear. ./4 heavy infestation of 
TOMATO FRUITWORM <ceveloved in green-wrap tomatoes grown in the “nna 
area in late June and early July, when little silking corn was available 
Mocerate tc heavy infestations of the Eohae Le HOR lial pee sarce 


_ 
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State from July to September, with Diatles: Gr no laiifcetation eas in other 
parts cf the State. Serious ONION M‘GGOT (Hylemya antigua) infestations 
developed in cnion sets in Cook County, but almost no-infestation occurred 

in larger cnicns grown in the same area. ONION THRIPS (Thrips tabaci) 


populations were extremely low in large cnions in Cock County where normally 
heavy infestaticns occur in July and August, Hot, ay goil Heseit ly destroyed 


nymphs. For the second straight year, there were no reports of-sisnificant 
damage by the S7>U2SH BUG (nasa tristis). ‘An infestation cf TOM<.TO 
RUSSET MITE (Vasetes destructor) was discovered in late August in the 
Kane County area. The infestation sossibly originated in infested trans- 
glants. This vest had not been previcusly reported in Illincis. ROCT-KNOT 
NEM? TODE (Mel sidegyne sov.) was found in cne-carrot field at South Hollane 
in late Serter ber. ‘This is eee the first official record cf this pest 
on carrots in Cook County. “RROT WEEVIL (Listronstus oregonensis) 
was discoverec infesting deritiay at Blue-Island on “ugust 15, This weevil 
was 2lso found infesting celery at Panama, Dlinsig, on September 18.. Such 
cecurrences appear to be normal in eastern states,. but these are first 
reccrds for these crous in Ilincis. MEXICAN BEGAN BEETLE (Epila ilachna 
varivestis) became unusually abundant in the latter part of the season, and 
was observec comeletely Gefcliating edible s< ybeans grown in gardens at 
Champaign in early Sestember. TE 


Shade and Forest Tree Fests: In-small, localized areas Seatiorcs over 
mucen of central Illincis, C’ NKERWORMS (2 mixture of species) comrletely 
defcliated considerable nurnbers of elms and other shade bane in late May 
and early June. In midsummer -and thrsughcut the season, many resorts 
from widely scattered locaticns in the northern half of the State complained 
that COTTONY M’.PLE SCALE (Pulvinaric vitis) was sericusly damaging 
maples, anc in many instances new grcwth was Coe covered by this 
scale. Favored by cry weather, SPIDER MITE populations on elm < and 
numerous other shace trees induced bronzing and nkortiatitige aoe 
leaves, In 2arts of the Chamoaign area, where DDT has been used for 
three vears to control leafhonvers anc thereby check the spread of shicem 
necrosis, a large percentage of the sprayed elm trees are carrying very 
heavy infestations of PUTNAM SCALE (4s idictus ancylus). Several re- 
sorts were received during October from widély scattered communities 
that Hterally millions cf HACKBERRY PSYLLIDS (Pachypsylla celticis- 
vesicula) were moving f rom nearby trees to dwellings and creating an un- 
bearable problem in the home. Im cne instance, a teacunful of insects was 
ecllected from one windowsill. 
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Miscellanecus Pests: The common HOUSE FLY was 2 persistent nuisance 
throughcut the season. Conditicns were nct favorable for maximum fly 
breeding, and as a rule populations were not unusually large, but thrsugh- 
_out the season a few flies cculd be found in all areas, TABANID FLIES 

were much less abundant than usuai, no dcubt attributable tc the prevailing 
drought conditions. Rerorts af household nuisance pests, such as the cluster 
fly anc the boxelder bug (Leptcccris trivittatus) are far less abundant than 
usual, 
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Reverted by R. G. Dahms, C. F. Stiles, D. E. Howell, G. A. Bieberdorf 


BOLL WHEVIL (Anthonomus grandis) was abundant in cotton. Damage 
severe in some fields 5ut not general. Infestations apparently slightly 
less than in 1950-51. BO!LWORM (Helicthis spp. et al) infestations were 
heavy in some areas but not generally damaging, about equal to those of 
1950-51. COTTON LEAFWORM (Alabama arenes) was commen but 


caused little damage. Infestaticn about equal to that of last year but well 
under the severe infestation of 1950, 


GREANBUG (Toxcrtera graminum) thoush abundant on wheat, was not as 
heavy or damazing as during the previous two years. BROWN WHEsT MITE 
(Petrobia latens) abuncance about equal to the 1950-51 infestations; camage 
severe some fields. LESSER CORNST/.1.K BORER (Elasmopalzus lignosellus), 
WHIT= GRUBS, £ND CUTWORKMS were commen but caused little damage. 
PEA APHID (Macr: »siphum pisi) was vrevalent in alfalfa but net 2s abundant 

or damaging as in the =revicus two vears. GARDEN WEBWORM (Loxostege 
similalis) infestations in cotton and alfalfa were much lighter than in 1951, 
when the insects caused severe widespreac damage. GR” SSHOPFERS were 
abundant and caused severe damage in scme fields. Fopulations not above 
those cf 1950-51, however. CHINCH BUGS (Blissus leuco:terus) were 
generally scarce and of little economic imocrtance. SOUTHWESTERN CORN 
BORER (Diatraea grand niece ty was abundant, cuasing severe damage some 
fields. CORN LiAF APHID “(2 chis his ma maidis) abundance on sorghums equal 

to last year's Ee uletiont put greater r than the 1950 scvulaticn. Caused 
Iccalized severe damage in 1952. 


HORSE FLIES were common on cattle but slightly less abundant and damag- 
ing than in 1950-51, HOUSE FLI@S, HORN FLIGS, HEEL FLIES AND 
STABLE Fi IES were abundant during the year but srevalent in abcut the 
same numbers as during the two previous years. “4lthcugh BITING AND 
SUCKING LICE were abuncant curing 1952, these pests did nct seem quite 
as prevalent as in 1950 and 1951. HORSE BOTS were abundant during the 
year but showed only a slight increase over 1951. 


The PEC4N CASEBEARER was common and caused little damage wherea 
there were no reports on the PEC/.N WEEVIL (Curculio caryae) which had 
been severe during 1951. 
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